deputy as a countryman does, which is true, and, in the next place, that the deputy in question is a fool or a man with no prestige. . . . No, there was no getting out of it for me. Not to speak of the fact that he was giving me a lesson in courage. He's risking a great deal himself."
" You might have told him that you were not competent to handle the case; or that your work on the Foreign Affairs Commission took up all your time."
" Yes, if I had had to carry out researches myself, make an investigation, or even sort the documents. But there's nothing like that. You can't imagine the documentation he has given me. It's a marvel. To start with, eight pages of summary, in which he states the facts and discloses the situation. Then a report on the documents, with three or four lines of analysis for each. Next the documents themselves. Finally four pages of conclusions, in which the measures to be taken are indicated. And throughout, the most precise references : the article of the penal code which is being violated; the governmental decrees and regulations, with their dates ; the statistics."
" Has he done this for revenge ? "
" Not at all. He's done it because his duties put him in a position to discover this abominable swindling and because it disgusted him. In short, I could get up in the Chamber an hour from now and speak without any other notes except his. . . . It's as simple as that. If I become a minister some day, you may bet I shall take this fellow as my parliamentary secretary. ... By the way, you were talking about foreign aSairs. But that objection isn't worth anything. America and England are closely mixed up in this business. No, I couldn't get out of it. Besides, I assure you that it's perfectly scandalous. If I had that brief in my hands and didn't do anything with it, I should be making myself the accomplice of these people."
Gurau finished his coffee and sipped his little glass of brandy. The glow of a good meal increased his confidence in himself, his contempt for risks. It revived a kind of (iisinterested enthusiasm which he had in, him.